STATE CAPITOL
P.O. BOX 942849
SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0115

Ualifornia Legislature

August 17, 2020

Members of the California Congressional Delegation
United States Capitol
First St SE, Washington, DC 20004

RE: Safeguarding the United States Postal Service
Dear Members of the California Congressional Delegation:

We respectfully request your immediate intervention to shield the United States Postal Service (USPS)
from the direct, ongoing attacks made by the President and his Administration. Our country’s existence
as a democratic nation rests upon the foundation of a free and fair election. There are no exceptions to
conducting such an election, even during the COVID-19 global pandemic. In fact, with less than 80 days
until Election Day, we should be refining practical ways to conduct such an election safely and making
strategic investments in the critical infrastructure that is necessary to ensure that ballots mailed to
voters arrive in a timely manner and that ballots returned by voters will arrive in time to be counted.

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to ravage our country to the point where we now have over
160,000 confirmed deaths and 5.2 million confirmed cases. The rates of confirmed cases and
confirmed deaths continue to rise unlike anywhere else in the world.

Images from polling places in Wisconsin during the state’s primary election in April have served as a
case study for elections officials in other states. No voter should have to risk their health — and possibly
their lives — in order to exercise their constitutional right to vote.

Fortunately, California can and should serve as a blueprint for the rest of the country on how to
conduct a safe, accurate, and accessible election in the COVID-19 era. Even before the pandemic,
California had some of the strongest safeguards in place, including:

1) Requiring county elections officials to begin mailing ballots and other required materials to
voters no later than 29 days before the day of the election;

2) Allowing an elections official, whenever there are 250 or fewer persons registered to vote in
any precinct, to furnish each voter with a vote-by-mail (VBM) ballot along with a statement that
there will be no polling place for the election; and

3) Specifying that a VBM ballot is timely cast if it is voted on or before election day and, if returned
by mail, is mailed by Election Day and received by the voter’s elections official via the USPS, or a



bona fide private mail delivery company, no later than 3 days after election day (as discussed
below, this deadline has been extended).

These provisions evidence the critical role of the USPS to our electoral process in California. In
California, we value the role that our neighbors, community members, and veterans play as part of the
600,000-member workforce at the USPS. In response to the pandemic, the California Legislature,
Secretary of State, and Governor worked together to strengthen these safeguards for the November 3,
2020 general election. Under the new laws:

1) County elections officials will mail a VBM ballot to every registered active voter for the
November 3, 2020, general election.

2) To further ensure the safety of USPS workers, elections workers, and voters, the deadline by
which a VBM ballot that is mailed on or before Election Day must be received by the county
elections official was extended to the 17th day after Election Day.

3) Voters will be able to track and receive notifications on the status of their VBM ballot.

4) Counties may consolidate physical polling places, but must have extended early voting
polling locations starting the Saturday before the election and must place secure ballot drop
boxes within communities beginning 28 days before the election.

Instead of fully supporting the USPS, which is the most popular agency in the federal government, the
President and his Administration have intentionally attacked and sabotaged it. Earlier this week, the
President indicated funding for the USPS was being withheld because, “[...] that means you can't have
universal mail-in voting because they’re not equipped to have it.” His interference is undeniable.

Elections have occurred during world wars, public health epidemics, and economic depressions.
However, never has a sitting President of the United States so openly launched an assault on the right
to participate in a free, fair, and safe election. We urge you as members of the California Congressional
Delegation to deliver the emergency funding needed by the USPS before the November 3, 2020,
general election.

Thank you for your continued leadership.
Respectfully,
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